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Trucking is the dominant mode of freight
transportation because of flexible, timely, door-to-
door service that only trucks can provide. Trucking
works with all the other modes, but its major market
is the time-sensitive delivery of small shipments of
lighter-weight, high value-added products over
relatively short distances. The just-in-time inventory
system, which remains a key to Canada’s
international competitiveness, is built around the
truck. Other modes – like rail and marine – dominate
in the movement of heavier, bulkier commodities
that are generally less time sensitive.

Demand for trucking services are generally derived
from the demand for goods and services. Consumer
demand for retail goods subsequently

The Canadian Trucking Alliance (CTA) is a
federation of provincial trucking associations. With
over 4,500 member carriers, the Alliance
represents a broad cross-section of the industry
which includes carriers of all sizes, regions,
commodity-based services and specialties. The
bulk of CTA’s membership consists of small and
medium-sized businesses. However, CTA also
represents some of the largest transportation
enterprises in North America. CTA’s operations are
guided by its Board of Directors, made up
principally of chief executive officers, presidents
and senior executives of trucking companies from
across the country.

CTA is the national representative of the industry’s
viewpoints on policy, regulatory and legislative
issues and conducts public relations activities on
behalf of the industry.

 triggers the retail trade industry’s demand for
trucking services. However, there are other
economic feedback mechanisms also at work.
Lower cost and more efficient trucking services are
a catalyst for growth in other industries, while
higher cost and less efficient trucking services can
stifle growth. Using retail trade as an example,
lower trucking costs will help to lower the price of
retail goods that consumers buy, thereby
stimulating consumer demand for those goods. It is
important to understand the trucking industry and
the companies that make up the trucking industry,
are not the only stakeholders that have an interest
in maintaining the sustainability of trucking and
the long-haul trucking model in particular.

The industry’s customers (shippers) and their
customers’ customers (the general public) will also
be directly affected, negatively or positively, by the
trucking industry’s ability to move business inputs
and final goods to market. As the Conference
Board of Canada has cautioned, “we generally take
the benefits of freight transportation for granted,
in part because the system typically works well – at
least in terms of making a variety of products
available to consumers in a timely fashion.
However, disruptions in freight transportation
systems can have a rapid impact, reminding
consumers of the value of these services.” As
Canada’s dominant freight transportation mode,
trucking carries approximately 2/3 by value of
Canada – US trade and contributes more to
national GDP than air, rail, and marine combined.
Without a doubt, a healthy trucking industry is one
of the fundamental pillars for which a healthy
economy is built.
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The Isthmus of Chignecto plays a significant
transportation and trade role between New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia and the rest of the
continent. If the Isthmus of Chignecto were to close
or become impassable due to a natural disaster,
infrastructure failure, or other reasons, it would
have a significant impact on trucking and
transportation in the region and disrupt the major
trade routes between the Atlantic Canada and the
rest of Canada and the United States.

The 20 km of the Trans-Canada Highway (Route 2
and Route 104) through the Isthmus acts as an
integral component of the Atlantic Canada
Gateway and Trade Corridor and is the principal
routing for all land-based trade and travel between
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and points west.

Provincial estimates value trade passing through
the Chignecto Corridor at about $35 billion per year.
Traffic counts at the New Brunswick Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure near Aulac, NB
indicates annual average daily truck traffic (AADTT)
of 2,490 commercial vehicles, or approximately
912,000 trucks per year.

The transportation linkage is also critical to the
provinces of Prince Edward Island and
Newfoundland and Labrador. In PEI’s case, the TCH
through the Chignecto Isthmus is the principal
year-round route for trade and passenger travel to
Nova Scotia. 

Similarly, for Newfoundland and Labrador, all land-
based freight traffic must cross the Chignecto
Isthmus for access to the Marine Atlantic ferry
service or to the Oceanex direct water service from
the Port of Halifax to St. John’s. According to Marine
Atlantic data, roughly 93,000 commercial vehicle
units (live and drop trailer) use their service each
year, bringing a vast array of goods to
Newfoundlanders. The Isthmus is also a vital link for
the export of Newfoundland’s products, such as
seafood, to international markets, including the
United States.

ISTHMUS OF CHIGNECTO:

https://warktimes.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/2019-07-19-chignecto-rfp-final-to-snb-003-part-1.pdf


A joint Government of Nova Scotia and Government of New Brunswick study, identified three viable and
potential solutions (options) for the protection of the Trade Corridor located within the Isthmus.
Implementing an option (with an assumed life span of 30 years) will arguably protect the continuance of
current benefits ($35 billion per year) for the next 30 years. From a loss avoidance perspective, it’s possible to
calculate the ROI as a value of the trade and revenue in the corridor that will be protected from future
climate change hazards compared to the capital cost of an option. It can be assumed that if the status quo
persists, extreme weather events could close the Chignecto Isthmus for two days’ once every five years, over
the next 30 years. In other words, six events could lead to 12 days of closure during that time span. Based on
the annual trade value of $35 billion, a 12-day interruption would carry $1.2 billion in losses. We urge all levels
of government to reach a funding agreement for this project and begin work on this initiative immediately.

While Ottawa, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia recently agreed on a funding agreement to finance $650
million in upgrades to the Isthmus over the 10 years. We urge all levels of government to begin work on this
initiative immediately.
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The Isthmus is vulnerable to flooding, which could potentially lead to a washout or significant damage to
the infrastructure. The area is protected by a system of dykes, but these are facing challenges from rising sea
levels and more frequent severe weather events. 

Rising sea levels and increasing storm intensity are predicted to overwhelm the existing dyke system. The
current dykes, while crucial for protecting the area, are facing limited effectiveness due to the cumulative
impact of climate change. 

Again, the closure of the Isthmus to truck and rail traffic would have significant and far-reaching impacts on
trucking and transportation in the region. It would require adaptability, increased costs, and potentially
long-term changes in transportation strategies to mitigate the effects of such a disruption.

VULNERABLE TO FLOODING:

ENGINEERING STUDY:

https://novascotia.ca/tran/publications/ci/Chignecto-Isthmus-Climate-Change-Adaptation-Comprehensive-Engineering-and-Feasibility-Study-Executive-Summary.pdf


6

Infrastructure Priorities

Some trucking companies have even refused to have their drivers cross highways to enter weigh
scales, citing safety concerns and near misses.

Trucking companies have been advocating for safer alternatives, but have not received sufficient
attention from the provincial government to address these concerns.

Driver perception and risk

Lack of safety solutions

Trucks must turn left into oncoming traffic to enter Pynn's Brook and Goobies, and then again to
exit. This maneuver is inherently dangerous, especially for large vehicles that are difficult to
maneuver and control. 

Goobies is prone to fog and low visibility conditions, making it even more challenging for truck
drivers to assess the safety of turning into oncoming traffic.

The Pynn's Brook facility is situated at the bottom of slopes, further complicating the maneuver as
slow-moving trucks may have to wait in the passing lane.

NEWFOUNDLAND ROUTE #1 INSPECTION STATIONS:
Newfoundland's truck inspection stations, specifically Pynn's Brook and Goobies, are considered
dangerous due to their design, which requires trucks to cross into oncoming traffic to access the
weigh scales. This design creates hazardous situations, especially when combined with other factors
like low visibility or the presence of other vehicles.

Turning into oncoming traffic 

Low visibility and bad weather

Design and location
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These stretches of roadway are in urgent need of upgrading. If completed, this would connect all Eastern Canada
with four lane highways from Halifax to Toronto. Upgrading Highway 185, often cited as one of the most
dangerous highways in Canada, should markedly improve safety. From a trade perspective, it would also allow the
trucking industry to run long-combination vehicles (LCVs) from Halifax to Toronto, making the delivery of goods
much more efficient while reducing emissions. Twinning Highway 185 would help both New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia be more competitive in moving goods and as well as contributing significantly to annual GDP. Gains
ranging from $1 billion to $1.78 billion in GDP nationally; $350 to $600 million for both New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia; and $100 to $160 million for Quebec and Ontario. Conversely, if Highway 185 is not twinned by 2028, then
over the next decade, the loss to New Brunswick’s economy alone from this single lane is a net present value
(lump sum today) of nearly $3 billion in lost GDP. The total cost of inaction can be measured in four key ways: (1)
cost increases of 20-30% [decreasing competitiveness]; (2) increased carbon emissions; (3) increasing safety issues;
(4) direct impacts on drivers navigating the route.

ROUTE 185 FROM SAINT-ANONIN TO SAINT-LOUIS-DU-HA! HA!/ HIGHWAY
85/ROAD 185 BETWEEN RIVIÈRE-DU-LOUP (IN QUÉBEC) AND
EDMUNDSTON (IN NEW-BRUNSWICK):

HIGHWAY EXPANSION IN THE GREATER TORONTO AREA
AND ALONG HWY 401: 

HIGHWAY 7 BETWEEN KITCHENER AND GUELPH:

HIGHWAY 401 BETWEEN LONDON AND WINDSOR:

Quebec & Atlantic Canada

Ontario

Stretching from key trade crossings in Windsor (including the Gordie Howe Bridge, which is under
construction) to Quebec, Hwy 401 is one of the most important highways in Canada. Portions of the 401 in
the GTA are also among the busiest stretches of highway in North America, and arguably the busiest for
commercial vehicle activity in North America. The GTA is also home to Canada’s largest and busiest airport
by freight and passenger volume, several intermodal yards (including Canada’s busiest yard), and is within a
one-day drive to more than 135 million Canadian and American consumers. As a major origin or destination,
the 401 and the GTA highway network are vital to Ontario’s and Canada’s economy. It is recommended the
federal government explore innovative strategies with the province and municipalities to reduce
congestion, improved redundancy around Pearson Airport, improved access to GTA intermodal yards, and
expand Hwy 401.

While work on Highway 7 between Kitchener and Guelph is being moved forward in a phased approach, the
pace and commitment to the project remains questionable. The project has been extended numerous times
and industry remains frustrated with current plans and timelines.

This area is consistently identified by carriers as prone to bottlenecks and limited laning along key stretches, as
well as construction constraints and lane closures. This stretch of highway is also the main artery to US border
points in Southern Ontario, including the new Gordie Howe Bridge.
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Show federal support for the creation of this new 400-series highway with expected connections to Highways
400, 427, 410, 401 and 407etr. The Ontario trucking industry supports this project and is keen to see a new 400
series highway established to help provide additional connectivity and congestion relief.

TransCanada Highway redundancy at key bridges and lane expansion along Highway 11 and 17 remains a top
priority. As noted by the Northern Ontario Multi-Modal Transportation Strategy, traffic forecasts found
commercial vehicle flows will drive the overall growth in traffic volumes on the highway network in Northern
Ontario over the next 25 years. This will be supported by growth in internal east-west trade along with mining
and other resource-based activities are. For example, every day commercial vehicles carry $100 million in goods
over the Nipigon Bridge alone. However, as the Bridge’s unexpected closure in 2016 demonstrated, lack of
redundancy and capacity along key trade routes in Northern Ontario can have serious impacts on domestic
trade. Likewise, while trucking companies relied on ‘in-transit’ movements through the US during the closure,
this can no longer be relied upon should something happen again. Beyond bridge redundancy, there is a need to
at least twin both Highway 11 from North Bay to Nipigon and Highway 17 from Nipigon to the Manitoba Border. In
specific locations like Thunder Bay, there needs to be provincially controlled highway-to-highway, truck by-pass
routes – eliminating the ability for municipal politics to disrupt inter-provincial trade by truck. Beyond these
measures, general investments in cell/5G service and truck rest areas remain key priorities for the industry. 

Allowances for the transportation of products
that do not require an emergency response
assistance plan on long-combination vehicles
(LCV) in Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
These products currently can be transported in
Ontario, but not the other three eastern Canadian
jurisdictions. LCVs are the safest vehicles on the
road, driven by the most qualified drivers and are
40% more productive than any other truck
configuration on the roads. Thousands of
household products, building materials, food and
consumer products. would benefit and could be
shipped via LCVs if the necessary changes were
made to the permitting systems.

The Port of Hamilton plays a critical role in the
international supply chain and efficient for trucks
access to the port is critical. Specifically, it is necessary
to restore a western connection to the port from Hwy
403. Due to municipal truck route realignments by the
City of Hamilton, all access from Hwy 403 to the port
for trucks has been eliminated. All truck traffic that
would normally access the port from the west is now
forced to travel additional distance over the Burlington
Skyway and access the port from the east severely
impacting productivity.

SUPPORT THE CONSTRUCTION OF HIGHWAY 413:

NORTHERN ONTARIO INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION:

MUNICIPAL COOPERATION:

PORT OF HAMILTON:
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Manitoba
PTH 101 (NORTH PERIMETER):

CHIEF PEGUIS EXTENSION:

HEADINGLEY BYPASS:

ROUTE 90 (KENASTON) RENEWAL:

ST. NORBERT BYPASS:

This highway accommodates over 32,000 vehicles daily, surpassing the current infrastructure capacity. Design
studies have identified several new interchanges, including one between Henderson Highway and Main
Street, which would expand the existing four lanes to ten lanes.

Connecting this extension to Route 90 would alleviate traffic on routes such as Portage Avenue (over 67,000
vehicles daily), Notre Dame Avenue (over 50,000 vehicles daily), and Nairn Avenue (over 44,900 vehicles daily).

Headingley is a municipality located directly on the Trans-Canada Highway between Eastern and Western
Canada. Currently, there is no alternative route around Headingley, making transit through the municipality
the only option. This route includes several at-grade crossings (rail tracks and stop lights) and speed
reductions, posing challenges for commercial vehicles. Consequently, safety, efficiency, and increased GHG
emissions are impacted.

This roadway, with an average daily traffic count of over 58,000 vehicles, is serviced by only four lanes. It is a
vital link between commercial and industrial areas, connecting the north and south of Winnipeg.

St. Norbert, MB is located on Highway 75, which connects the Emerson/Pembina border crossing (the 5th
most active in Canada) with the Trans-Canada Highway. Completing this project will positively impact safety,
efficiency, and GHG emissions.
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Saskatchewan
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS:

THE DISASTER MITIGATION FUND:

NATIONAL TRADE CORRIDOR FUND:

HIGHWAY 55:

Currently the federal government provides no funding for the National Highway System for maintenance
and repairs in Saskatchewan. Ensuring consistency and proper funding of this critical piece of infrastructure
is important for the supply chain. The Saskatchewan Trucking Association would like to see adequate
funding to the province as well as consistency from each jurisdiction on paving standards, maintenance,
signage, rest stops.

This has been applied on numerous occasions by the province for critical repairs to Northern Saskatchewan
roads. Highway 155 from Buffalo Narrows to La Loche requires investment.

Through the National Trade Corridor Fund, we need to properly fund investments to unlock corridors for
access to critical minerals in the Athabasca Basin.

Northern Saskatchewan between Alberta and Manitoba Borders needs to be developed for access to Northern
Saskatchewan building proper Trade Corridor channels.
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Alberta
NORTH EASTERN CORRIDOR TO FORT MACMURRAY:

HIGHWAY 40 TWINNING AND WAPITI BRIDGE TWINNING IN THE
GRANDE PRAIRIE AREA:

Many infrastructural challenges exist in the northeastern area of Alberta, including the lack of efficient
connections for roadway structures between Edmonton and Grassland and the route to Fort McMurray. It’s
understood there were long-term plans to create a four-way connection from either Highway 16 or Highway
28 up to Grasslands; however, it appears these plans have stalled. Nonetheless, this project remains key to
Alberta’s economic competitiveness and, if completed, would drastically improve highway safety. Areas which
should be considered range from Syncrude North on Highway 63 over the Bridge to Nowhere as well as the
areas from Grassland to Edmonton.

This project is critical to the safety of operators who transport softwood lumber and oil and gas products into
the North South Trade Corridor and should be completed as soon as possible. The collision rate for this stretch
was 206 collisions per hundred million vehicle kilometers travelled (compared to the provincial average of 83)
for undivided highways. The current highway volume at the Wapiti Bridge is 9,060 vehicles on average per
day, with commercial traffic making up 50.6% of that total. Projected oil and gas investment and tree harvest
plans will only increase traffic on this already overstressed corridor. Our forestry partners in the area have plans
for 50,000 loads (100,000 including the unloaded travel) along this route alone. Out of all the challenges facing
the Grande Prairie area, investment in this project demands the most priority.
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British Columbia
FRASER VALLEY:

PROVINCE-WIDE:

 Six-Laning of Highway 1 (Hope to 264 St.)

Expansion and Modernization of Rest Areas. 
Top corridors identified:

▪ Hwy 1 (65.5%)
▪ Hwy 5 (62.1%)
▪ Hwy 16 (41.4%)

LOWER MAINLAND:

GEORGE MASSEY TUNNEL
REPLACEMENT:

HOPE TO CACHE CREEK:

Four-Laning of 16 Ave (Hwy 99 to Marshall Rd.) 

a highway tunnel in Metro Vancouver, British
Columbia, carrying Highway 99 beneath the
south arm of the Fraser River. 

Highway 1 Passing Lanes/Three-Laning



TRUCK PARKING:

INVESTMENTS IN OUR BORDERS:
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Other
Infrastructure

The availability of adequate truck parking is more
critical than ever. Safe parking for commercial
vehicles supports a healthier and more efficient
national supply chain. The federal government needs
to explore potential solutions with the provinces and
develop a strategy on truck parking for Canada’s
National Highway System.

The electronic systems Canada Border Services
Agency (CBSA) uses to process trade information
requires upgrades to meet the demands of today’s
cross-border trade. The issue can be resolved by
investing capital in the CBSA IT systems and adding
staff. We realize funding required to upgrade these
outdated systems is significant, but such an
investment is dwarfed by the immediate and long-
term damage the economy would suffer if these
investments were not made.



While not exhaustive, the above items represent a list of specific projects and general project areas for
consideration. In each case, funding for road-based infrastructure would significantly improve the trucking
industry’s ability to carry the nation’s domestic and international trade. As always, CTA and the provincial
associations stand ready to provide additional information should it be required.

CTA Public Affairs at publicaffairs@cantruck.ca for more information.

555 Dixon Road, Toronto, ON M9W 1H8 (416) 249-7401 | govtaffairs@cantruck.ca 
Follow us on X-TWITTER@cantruck | cantruck.ca

Conclusion
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